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Office of Chief Medical Examiner 
Tanant County, Texas 

200 Faliks Gwozdz Place, Fort Worth, Texas 761044919 
(81 7) 10234999 FAX (617) 927-0902 

NON JURISDICTIONAL AUTOPSY 

Case No. 930021# 
(930095*) 

Name; James Riddle (MO Doe 20) 
Approximate Age: 32 years 	 Sex: Male. 
Height indeterminate 	 Weight:: Indeterminate 

identified By: Fingerprint comparl3on (04-2693) 
Autopsy Authortzed By: Honorable John Cabaniss 

I hereby certify that I, Marc A. Krouse, M. D., have performed an autopsy on 
the body of James L. Riddle at the Tarant County Medioal Examiners Morgue 
on the 27th day of Apr11, 1993, and that the said autopsy revealed: 

FINDINGS: 

01 'Entry gunshot wound of mid-forehead with exit of left occipital scalp 
A. 	multiple calvarlal and basilar fractures 
B 	entry wound (forehead) positive for significant amounts of lead, 

barium, and antimony 
C.. no projectile or fragments recovered 

02 Global chaffing with body mutilation 
03 Fatty metamorphosis of Liver 
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CAUSE OF DEATH: 

01 GUNSHOT WOUND OF FOREHEAD 

Cj) 
Marc A. Krouse, M.D. 
Deputy Chp(1d1cal Examiner 

- 

Nam Pcerwanl, M.D. 
Chief Medical Examiner 
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This examination is dated April 27 9  1993 beginning at 11:20 hours. 

Regarding the circumstances involved In the demise of the decedent, please 
refer to the inquest investigation report by the Justice of the Peace. 

A complete autopsy Is carried out by the authority of Justice John Cabanisa, 
Justice of the Peace, Precinct 1, McLennan County, Texas. 

EXTERNAl. EXAMINATION 
The body is presented to the' county morgue secured In a black body bag and 
canvas muslin sheet with a small quantity 01 burned construction debris 
Including dry wail and multiple metallic construction fasteners (Including nails) 

The body Is that of an adult Caucasian male clad In charred remnants of 
clothing Including white athletic socks, blue denim jeans, blue Insulated pants 
with red liner and fragments of a black with pink geometric design shirt (black 
buttons) and fragments of a blue Insulated jacket with red liner and:  white 
corduroy collar. The scalp and vertex of the calvarlal vault are disrupted; 
residual bone is charred. There are fractures associated with the gunshot 
Injury described below. There Is extensive destruction of the right half of the 
face, Including soft tissues and bone structures. The remainder of the body 
remains relatively, articulated except for the right upper extremities ,,,  portions of 
the right humerus are present with the shoulder joint and distal arm absant 
The left arm Is present. The left chest wail is relatively well preserved with 
localized charring of the skin over the back and anterior mid-fine. The right half 
of the abdomen and right Innominate and upper part of the femur are destroyed 
secondary to charring, The left are relatively well preserved; there Is exposure 
of bones secondary to heat effect and to decomposition. The feet are 
relatively well preserved as demonstrated In accompanying-  photographs. 

DESCRIPTION OF GUNSHOT WOUND: There are two gunshot injuries of the 
6.d1 on.irr,orM.d 1erc foz purpo..s of th'.ntfIrta4inn. 

Wound # 1 Is located over the left forehead, centered 3/4" above the glabafla 
and 3/5k  left of mld'41ne. The residual wound Is a semlcircuiar defect of the 
residual skull 3/8" diameter with notable internal beveling. 

James Rd1e (MC Doe 20) 
Ca" No *300110 (930095) 
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The margin is absent from 8 to 10 o'clock, Soot deposition Is found on the 
margin on the residual wound margin on the skull between I and 4 o'clock. 
Nimo acid swabs are reurved and submitted to the laboratory. 

Wound # 2 is found on a track passing anterior to posterior and superior to 
inferior through the left half of the cerebrum and cerebellum. An elliptical 718" 
x 318" defect with notable external beveling Is found In the left occiput centered 
approximately jK  below the residual nuchal crest and approximately 2" to left 
of the mid-line. This defect Is demonstrated in accompanying photographs and 
chrts. 

MISCELLANEOUS TRAUMA: A beveled defect Is found In the right 2nd rib 
518k from the sternal end. A radiograph of the body reveals a radio opacity In 
this area and a grenade fragment is recovered from the residual soft tissues of 
the chest at the site of the bony fracture. 

INTERNAL EXAMINATION 

A modified y-shaped thoraco-abdominal Incision is made and the organs are 
examined in-situ and eviscerated. Tha right lung and right lobe of the liver are 
charred; remaining organs remain identifiable although somewhat autolyzed and 
decomposed at examination. The chest and abdominal wall are extensively 
disrupted along the right half of the torso as described and demonstrated In 
photographs and charts. The remaining serous body cavities are 
unremarkable and without evidence of trauma except the right second rib as 
described above. There is no evidence of kyphosis, scoliosis or lordosis, 

SEROUS CAVITIES: 

CARDIOVASCULAR SYSTEM: The heart weighs 208 grams. The epicardlal 
surface is unremarkable. The coronary arteries arise in their usual location and 
are widely patent. Posterior circulation is right dominant. The myocardium 
Is autoiyz.ed but otherwise unremarkable by gross examination. The chambers 
of the heart are unremarkable as are the cardiac valves. Small amounts of 
clotted blood remain within the heart. The thoracic and abdominal aorta and 
major branches, superior and inferior vena cava and major branches and major 
pulmonary arteries and veins are intact and contain variably heat altered 

Jimia Rlddft (MC De 20) 
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clotted blood.  

PULMONARY SYSTEM: The larynx and hyold are Intact; there Is soft tissue 
dempo5ItIcn and moderate heat alteration, more notably over the right ste 
of the neck than the left. The trachea and major bronchi are cIear, there is no 
groav evidence of soot deposition. The left lung is decomposed and the right 
Is heat altei'ed and charred over its lateral 213tde. There Is no residual 
evidence of soot or smoke Inhalation within the lungs. The right lung weighs 
211 grams and the left 494 grams. 

GASTRO-INTESTINAL SYSTEM: The pharynx and esophagus are Infect. 
The stomach Is intact and empty as Is the duodenum, The srnafl bowel and 
colon are charred and partially absent over the right half of the abdomen. There 
is no residual appendix Identifiable. 

The liver weighs 763 grams. The right lobe of the liver Is charred. The Internal 
hepatic parenchyma Is yellowish tan and Oily. The gallbladder and extrahepatic 
Wary tree are Intact and the gallbladder contains 15 ml. of cloudy bile. The 
structures of the hepatic hilus are intact; 

The pancreas weighs 48 grams. The parenchyma Is autolyzed. The major 
pancreatic ducts are residual and patent. 

GENITO.URJNARY SYSTEM: 	The left kidney Is pale with a smooth 
cortical surface and weighs 53 grams. The cortex and medulla are pale. The 
right kidney Is charred and heat altered and weighs 37 grams. The calyces and 
ureters are intact. The urinary bladder Is intact and contains 25 ml. of cloudy, 
ember urine. The prostate and seminal vesicles are unremarkable. 

HEMATOPOIETIC SYSTEM: The lymph nodes of the body are generally 
unremarkable except for postmortem autolysis. There is no Identifiable thymus. 
The vertebral bone marrow Is unremarkable. The spleen is Intact, weighs 100 
grams and is autolyzed. 

ENDOCRINE SYSTEM: The thyroid and paraihyroida are heat altered. The 
pituitary 18 moderately heat altered. The right adrenal Is somewhat charred and 
the left Is unremarkable. 
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CENTRAL NERVOUS 5Y8TEM: 	The calvailal vault is partially absent. 
ThÔro I& cxtcraivc heat dee.truotion as d.gcrib'd above. Non-conttuous 
fragments of frontal and parietal bone are located in the body bag with the 
charred head. There are entry and exit gunshot wounds as described above. 
Fractures radiate from the entry defect into the anterior cranial fossac and 
cribriform plate and from the exit defect Into areas of absent, heat destroyed 
bone. The residual, partially charred brain weighs 684 grams. 15 to 20 grams 
of clotted blood Is found In the basal subarachrioid cisterns and subdural space 
In the left middle and posterior cranial fossae. The brain is markedly autolyzed 
and heat altered. Areas of residual hemorrhage are found In the region of the 
wound track between the entry and exit wounds described above, although no 
well defined wound track Is visible at examination due to insect infestation, 
autolysis and charring. There are no residual space occupying lesions at 
examination. The residual vasculature of the base of the brain Is unremarkable. 
The atianto-occipital joint Is Intact; the cervical spinal cord Is markedly autolyzsd 
but Identifiable. 

ANTHROPOLOGY EXAMINATION: Conducted by Douglas H. Ubelaker, Ph.d. 

DENTAL EXAMINATION: Condted by Tarrant County Dental Disaster Team 
and supervised by Rodney M. Crow, D.D.S. 

FINGERPRINT EXAMINATION: Conducted by F.B.I. Latent Fingerprint 
Section and supervised by Danny W. Greathouse 

EVIDENCE COLLECTED: 

01 	10 grams of dotted blood frornhaart and aorta. 15 grams of clotted blood 
frvrn cranial cavIty, 25 ml. of urine, bile 15 ml., brain 20 grams, liver 20 
grams, kidney 5 grams, spleen 10 grams, heart muscle 30 grams, 
gastric; wall, blood I ml. In volitles bottle and lung and volitles bottle for 
toxiCology examination 

02 Cloth swatch blood sample, bone from left 5th rib and right femur and 10 
grams each of cardiac muscle and right thigh muscle for possible DNA 
StUdIC5. 

Jam" Riddle (MC Doe 20) 
Cas. No 930021 (93b095*) 

No 



i - 'i - 	flUN ii;ui 	 P 08 
IVOS/93 	Ws 12 	TgRRANT catirv MW I 	 lrlLN 	wag 

03 Multiple photographs Including four scene photographs and 39 color and 
slide autopsy prints. 

04. Seven radiQgraphs microscopy 
05 Clothing Items 
06 Grenade fragments (embedded In right chest wall, left, posterior chest 

wall, clothing near left elbow and superficially In right lobe of liver, 
cartridge cases and miscellaneous metallic debris (clothing snaps and 
construction materials) as demonstrated In accompanying photographs. 

MA(:tgm 

Jsmu RIdd (.IO Dos zap 
Ca.. No ISOOZIS (930Dsr) 
Pig. No _____ 



flUN 1U 	• 	• 	 #rrIa'tc. 

CXRTZFZCAWA 01 

ortcz or cnxisr iDZCAL UAINER 	UZAM PERWANZ, LD., DAB7 
CRXNMXAWSTZCAI LORkTORIZ$ 	 C7 )IWICAXi =AMZNZR  
200 F3LIKS GWOZDZ PXhCZ 	 RONALD L. SINGER, 2.$. 
FORT WOT(, TS 7604 	 CHIEF cRIXIN.ALIST 

7XRaAR.B LABORATORY  

1M4Ez XC2Q 
caZNs L&3 NW; 930246T 
ML CASZ MMZRI 530095* 
COMLZTD BY: RN 

RwtlzTg OP ZV)4ThTZOI9s 

(09) One exploded 9aiiL. calibre cartridge cage s  heataap uPC 2M 
Imama te 

ANALYST; 

APPROVED Y: 
APPROVED DB: ?/fI 



%inil r- 14-04 IIuP 1'Uq 

tt"8' 	i8s 0 	 TRRNT CDUHTY 1DICRL 

•TOXICOLOG Y L'E3T RULS 

OFUICE CU CHIEF MEDICAL EXAMINER NXZAX lEERWANI, X-D, DABFP 
TOXICOLOGY LABORATORY SERVICE CHIEF 1dDICAL EXAMINER 
200 PELZS GWOZDZ PLACE ANGEL 	SPRINGFIELD, Pfl .D., DAB!T 
7QT WORTH, TEXAS 	76304 CHIEF TOXICOLOGIST 

LIAblE c H. C, TWE1TY PRXOXtX2'Ys 1 
M.E. CASE NWthER: 930021# M.E. TOX NUXBZRI 93073#00 

BLOOD ETHANOL I4ZG 
URINE ZTHANOL POS ETHANOL 	 00.02 	Gmt 
BILE ETHANOl. P05 ETHANOL 	 00.03 	GISt 
BLOOD CARBON NOLOXIDZ NEG 
URINE AMPHETAMINE ET3 NEG 
URINE MRBITUATES STS NEG 
URINE BELIZODZAZEPINE 1T8 MEG 
URINE COCAINE ITS MEG 
URINE CANNABINOIDS ETS MEG 
URINE METHADONE STS MEG 
URINE OPIATES ETS MEG 

rc 
BLOOD ADS MEG 
URINE ASN MEG 
BLOOD V0z&ATlLE NECJ 
BT300D CYANIDE MEG 
URINE CYANIDE MEG 

EVIDENCE TRANSMITTAL DATA 

DATE; 04/27/1993 	TIMES 14910 
RELEASED BYS MARC A. 1ROU8E 
RECEIVED U?; JOYCIS Y MD 

APPROVED BYz 
APPROVED DATE: ?'T'199 
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OFP,C OF C1IF XEDICAL EXA1I2iR 	NZZA( PEW?4fI, M.D., WflZP 
ICNALI5TLCB LABORATORIES  

200 ZLIø GWOZDZ PLkCE 	 RONALD L. 91NUZR r  X.S. 
FORT WO= g  TEXM 76104 	 CHflF CRIXINALIST 

Kma 

FOR8C 0Z1(ØT& 	LABORAQY 

Xwt Carm61"20 	 R3IORIT; I 
CRIXZ L3 NtTXXR: 930346T 	 LB. C"A NtThRx A7C930095* 

DATB OF REQU$s 27 April lP3 	AGENCY SERVIC3 NO: 
1QUE$TD BY I MAX 

DATE QY CO24PLZTION: 30 Aria. 1993 	COMPLETED US D. Davis 

VZDZNcZ &3CVD$ 
One 	zbot eeidua kit aQntainin w* 	arke "wound 01" an 
"Control".  

The chamical e1emet3 Barium, antimony and Lead are component- of 
virtually all primer mixes and can be deposited in the .track ot a 
gunshot wound. Theae specimens were ana1rze4 by nameless Atomic 
Absorption analysis for the chemical elements Barium, Jniineny and 
Lead. 

&igniicant amounts of axiwa, Antimony and Lead were detected on 
the swab labeled "Wound #1". 

kNALYSTz Dusty 3. Davis e  BOB* 

APPRQV.ED 3: Ronald L. Singer, )4.S. 
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Dental Examination Rs*ord 
PO$TMORTMRCORD 

M.N. CASE NO; 9300211 0, RIDDLf9  JAMES L. 	PLACE OF EXAM: T.CJ4.EI 
DATE.,  4.2793 

10, W.9clusal p=81cam 
1$. VIrgLn'db*ml Inclination 
17.. MlaI i&Inntti iarr. h,.,, 

a. vlrgm.gooa position 
Genore)Jzgd PiorLzontal bone lou, Max midline ever to light 4nim 


